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Reviewers: Full Issue

Book Review

The Arctic Fox’s
Journey
Author

Wendy Pfeffer

Illustrator
Morgan Huff

Reviewer

Jennifer Padgett

Rating
Excellent

Level

Primary

Pages
40

Year
2019

Arctic foxes are amazing, majestic creatures with fierce survival
instincts. As the winter nears, these animals prepare for a long,
tumultuous trek across the tundra. With sheer determination,
they set off alone and travel an incredible 2,000 miles through
icy, cold, and hazardous conditions. They travel through blizzards,
over glaciers, and around jagged, snow-covered peaks, often
coming to the brink of starvation. While it remains unclear why
these relatively small mammals choose to participate in such
arduous adventures year after year, they are relentless in their
quest and defy seemingly insurmountable odds.
This is a high quality, beautifully illustrated picture book. It
has durable, strong binding and thick, glossy pages filled with
interesting facts and educational content. It is descriptive yet
succinct, making it just the right length to keep young readers
engaged. Written at about a 3rd grade reading level, this book is
targeted to children ages 6-9. Included is a glossary of highlighted
words found in the text and a descriptive diagram outlining
how each part of the fox’s unique body functions to promote a
successful journey. The illustrations throughout are plentiful and
lifelike, sweeping the pages in gorgeous watercolor hues. This
work will be appreciated by children, parents, and educators
alike.

ISBN

9780062490834

Publisher

HarperCollins

Published by BYU ScholarsArchive, 2020
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Book Review

Fly Flies
Author

Ziggy Hanaor

Illustrator
Alice Bowsher

Reviewer

Amanda Morgan

Rating

Outstanding

Level

Preschool, Primary

Pages
30

Year
2019

Fly has flown a certain way her whole life. One day she meets a
blackbird flying straight ahead. The bird insists it’s the best way
to fly, but Fly just can’t do it no matter how hard she tries. A stork
tells her she should wait for a gust of wind to guide her forward.
Fly can’t do that any better. She runs into starlings and a hawk,
who also tell her to change the way she flies. When a butterfly
stops her, Fly is fed up and yells that she likes the way she flies.
Turns out, the butterfly doesn’t think there’s anything wrong with
Fly’s flying. In fact, they fly the same way. Fly decides there’s no
right way to fly, but it’s definitely nice to find someone who flies
like you.
Fly is a cute character with personality, and the original story
line moves smoothly to a happy and hopeful ending. Illustrated
in with black, white, and dashes of yellow, the minimalistic
design of this book is unique and eye catching. The simply drawn
animals convey amusing emotion. The words fit nicely within
the design, giving the book a pleasing overall effect. The book’s
target audience is children ages 3 to 8, but the illustrations and
dialogue contain humor to entertain children of all ages. This
book shows children they can be themselves, even if they feel
alone.

ISBN

9781908714619

Publisher

Cicada Books Limited

https://scholarsarchive.byu.edu/cbmr/vol41/iss8/1
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Reviewers: Full Issue

Book Review

The Secret Garden
Author

Adapted by Calista Brill

Illustrator
Adelina Lirius

Reviewer
Sydnee Burr

Rating

Outstanding

Level

Preschool, Primary

Pages
32

Year
2020

ISBN

9780062937544

An unhappy little girl named Mary finds herself all alone in a dark,
quiet manor and hates everything about it: the silence, the food,
and even the moor. One day, a gardener tells Mary about a secret
garden that once bloomed in the summer sun. It has since been
locked up and left all alone, and suddenly Mary begins to warm
to her surroundings. A friendly robin shows Mary a key to the
garden. With the help of Dickon, who knows everything there is to
know about plants and animals, they decide to give the withered
garden new life. One day, when it was too wet outside to explore,
Mary wanders the empty halls and hears someone crying. The
crying begins again at night and Mary discovers a cousin hidden
away, doing poorly in health and in spirit. Mary and Dickon begin
to help cousin Colin out into the garden, reviving him along with
the blooms.
Brill adapts The Secret Garden by Frances Hodgson Burnett for
younger readers. Sharing this story in a format that preschool and
primary aged children can digest introduces them to themes like
curiosity, adaptability, and healing. The focus on growth mindset
is appropriate for all age groups, and is especially pertinent to
preschool and primary aged children who are new to school and
are learning how to learn. As Mary and Colin grow alongside the
flowers, accept their surroundings, and choose not to feel stuck
by inabilities, readers can learn the same lessons for themselves.
The bright, alluring, and beautifully interesting illustrations help
bring a timeless masterpiece into the reader’s imagination.

Publisher

HarperCollins

Published by BYU ScholarsArchive, 2020
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Book Review

Darkdeep #2: The
Beast
Author

Ally Condie and Brendan
Reichs

Reviewer
Aubrey Parry

Rating
Excellent

Level

Intermediate

Pages
336

Year
2019

ISBN

9781547602032

Publisher

Bloomsbury Children’s
Books

Opal, Nico, and their friends saved their tiny town from a slew
of imaginary horrors they accidentally conjured up, but they still
have no clue what they’re supposed to do as new, self-proclaimed
Torchbearers. When figments start roaming the town once again
despite the fact that no one has conjured them, the group begins
to question what they really know about the Darkdeep. To make
matters worse, producers of a famous YouTube series shows up
in town to investigate townspeople’s claims of the Beast. The
friends have to figure out what’s going on with the Darkdeep while
trying to hide their secrets from the extremely curious video crew.
Everything is not as it seems in the end, but the friends learn that
they can rely on each other when everything goes wrong.
The second book in the Darkdeep series will intrigue readers
who have read the first book, and those who are new to the
series will find important details are revisited, contextualizing the
general idea of the series. The fantasy, horror, and supernatural
elements in this novel are typical of Reichs’s other books, and
fans will be delighted to find these similarities. Condie, whose
genre has mostly been dystopian romance, will bring her fans into
a new genre. The fast-paced elements show up at almost every
turn, making this a fun read. Readers who are easily frightened
should be cautioned, however, since much of the novel has
mildly frightening scenes with side characters whom the group of
friends often describe as something from their nightmares.
*Contains mild violence.

https://scholarsarchive.byu.edu/cbmr/vol41/iss8/1
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Reviewers: Full Issue

Book Review

Your Body on Sugar
Author

Anita Yasuda

Reviewer

Jennifer Haltli

Rating

Dependable

Level

Primary, Intermediate

Pages
48

Year
2020

ISBN

9781532118876

Publisher

Abdo Publishing

Published by BYU ScholarsArchive, 2020

Grab a cookie before you sit down to read, but you may find
yourself switching to strawberry as you learn about the natural
role of, and misuses of, sugar. Beginning with an exploration
of sugar and how it is processed by the body, readers will get a
lesson in agriculture regarding how sugar is grown. You also learn
that there are natural foods that contain sugar, but added sugars
and snack foods contribute to dental and diabetic disorders that
accompany the fanatical consumption of sugar in modern diets.
In the end, it’s important you remember that you can enjoy sugar
healthily and in moderation.
The book is short and has very accessible concepts for
elementary and middle school readers. Full- and half-page
pictures and purple boxes containing information related to the
main discussion will attract a reader’s attention. A few charts and
diagrams also make an appearance. The book’s organizational
scheme is very basic; however, the lack of bolded or colored
key words and concepts makes it a little less navigable. Other
features, such as a table of contents, content-driven chapter
titles, a glossary, and an index, also add to the text. A “fast
facts” page at the end provides a quick summary of the book’s
contents. The author’s emphasis is on the importance of
research, and the “straight to the source” and “explore online”
sections encourage young readers to study data-driven expert
opinions.
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Book Review

Black Beauty
Author

Anna Sewell

Illustrator

Christian Birmingham

Reviewer
Taylor Bitton

Rating

Outstanding

Level

Intermediate

Pages
199

Year
2019

Black Beauty is a high bred horse, born and raised in the
pastures of Victorian England. His first owners have been very
kind and gentle, so Beauty has a very agreeable disposition.
As soon as he is old enough, Beauty is sold to new owners.
Eventually these owners decide to move, so he is sold again.
Years pass, and Beauty is owned by kind and cruel people
alike. He experiences the freedom of country pastures and the
difficulties of city life. Throughout it all, Beauty makes new friends
and works hard and please the people he serves. Though he is
confronted with many obstacles, Beauty faces each one with
patience and courage, always remembering to try his best.
Sewell’s novel has been a favorite for generations, and the
artwork by Christian Birmingham included in this publication
renews this story beautifully. The colorful, full-page illustrations
as well as smaller black and white sketches make this book more
entertaining. In addition, the themes addressed are timeless
and powerful. Beauty’s patience, perseverance, and kindness
shows how to endure challenges gracefully, and the hardships
he endures show the importance of empathy. Overall, this is a
fantastic read for the nostalgic and curious reader.
*Contains mild violence.

ISBN

9781536211245

Publisher

Candlewick Press

https://scholarsarchive.byu.edu/cbmr/vol41/iss8/1
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Reviewers: Full Issue

Book Review

Swashby and the Sea
Author

Beth Ferry

Illustrator

Juana Martinez-Neal

Reviewer

Karen Abbott

Rating

Outstanding

Level

Preschool, Primary

Pages
32

Year
2020

Captain Swashby is happy to be alone on the beach, so when a
woman and her granddaughter move in next door, he becomes
a cranky curmudgeon. He tries to shoo them away with hostile
messages written in the sand, but the sea wipes some letters
away, revealing a very different message. “Now vanish” becomes
“wish” and “please go away” turns into “play.” The Captain
can’t argue with the wisdom of the sea, so he teaches the
granddaughter to build a proper sand castle. He soon discovers
that for all his reticence, having friends and neighbors is a
wonderful thing. When his little companion is swept away by the
waves, he leaps to her rescue.
The wonderful images in this book sweep readers into the story,
and the characters’ personalities shine through the artwork. The
girl is a happy little sprite, her grandmother is a bit bohemian, and
Swashby is a traditional besweatered grump with lovely hairy legs,
a knit cap, and wind-whipped whiskers. Another wonderful part of
this book is the use of alliteration. Phrases like “salty, sandy, and
serene” punctuate the most poignant messages of the story. The
repetition of the sounds alerts the reader to the primary emotions
of the moment. This is an amazing book that will be loved by
generations.

ISBN

9780544707375

Publisher
HMH Books

Published by BYU ScholarsArchive, 2020

7

Children's Book and Media Review, Vol. 41 [2020], Iss. 8, Art. 1

Book Review

The Scarecrow
Author

Beth Ferry

Illustrator

Terry Fan and Eric Fan

Reviewer

Jazmin Gomez

Rating
Excellent

Level

Preschool, Primary

Pages
40

Year
2019

ISBN

9780062475763

It is autumn in the golden fields, and lonely Scarecrow stands
guard. As winter gives way to spring, a baby crow suddenly
falls from a tree. Scarecrow breaks his pole to bend down and
save the scared bird. He tucks him into his chest of hay and
they instantly become friends. The crow grows and learns to
fly, and when summer comes, he makes his way into the world.
Scarecrow is left alone again to face the autumn chill and winter
winds. But as spring approaches once more, the large crow
returns and Scarecrow welcomes him with open arms. This time
the black bird is here to stay, and he has brought his mate along.
They grow their family alongside Scarecrow, and the love between
these unlikely friends endures throughout the seasons.
Written in verse, Beth Ferry’s book provides a new perspective
on scarecrows. While many stories about scarecrows take place
in the fall and Halloween time, the important events in this
book occur in the springtime. It also takes characters who are
usually seen at odds with each other and pairs them as friends.
It inspires readers to look past initial prejudices and approach
others with an open heart. The illustrations done by the Fan
Brothers are rendered using pencil, ballpoint and Photoshop.
The colors used change in synchrony with the seasons as time
progresses through the narrative. The pages and dust jacket are
made of durable paper, and a different illustration under the dust
jacket adds an extra layer of fun.

Publisher
Harper

https://scholarsarchive.byu.edu/cbmr/vol41/iss8/1
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Reviewers: Full Issue

Book Review

The Flying Flamingo
Sisters
Author

Carrie Seim

Reviewer

Amanda Morgan

Rating
Excellent

Level

Primary

Year
2019

ISBN

9781713555698

Flo, Faye and Franny, also known as the Flying Flamingo Sisters,
are from a family of pilots. They travel the world and break all
kinds of records. On one particular adventure, the sisters’ parents
go missing. Determined to find them, they dodge the clutches
of their evil uncle and perform aerial acrobatics in a circus until
a secret map leads them to their parents and a secret family
treasure. With courage, strength, and abundant knowledge,
the girls navigate sticky situations and bring their family back
together again.
With a full cast of capable voice actors, this book is enjoyable
to listen to. While dates are never mentioned, it appears to take
place in the 1930s. The audio capitalizes on this, presenting the
narration like an old fashioned radio show and the music like
that of early black and white action films. The book’s charming
storyline is sure to keep readers attention with its unpredictable
twists and turns. The characters are distinct and likable, and the
Flamingo Sisters are brave, independent, and kind, making them
great role models. They also learn that though we are different,
we each have important roles to play.

Publisher
Audible

Published by BYU ScholarsArchive, 2020
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Book Review

The How and the Why
Author

Cynthia Hand

Reviewer
Taylor Bitton

Rating

Outstanding

Level

Young Adult

Pages
446

Year
2019

ISBN

9780062693167

Publisher
HarperTeen

Cassandra was adopted into the best family, but she’s still
curious about who she is, so she begins to search for her birth
mother. As soon as she does, life gets much more complicated.
Cass’s mom falls ill and needs a life-saving heart transplant. The
state drama competition is coming up, and Cass needs to win the
scholarship so she can afford to attend her dream college. Then,
a very attractive boy moves to her school and joins her in playing
the lead role in the school play. As her life collapses, Cass finds
out that her birth mother has written letters to her. Finding them
teaches Cass where she came from, but more importantly, they
teach her how to make the most of the life she has been given.
This thought-provoking read addresses many important lessons
about growing up. It explores the traits passed on by nature and
nurture and navigates the issues that many adopted children
face. The book is written in chapters alternating from Cass and
her birth mother’s points of view, giving the reader a chance to
get to know both sides of the story. This format allows readers
to read the letters before Cass receives them, adding needed
context while developing the birth mother’s story further. Though
Cass does discover the identity of her birth mother, she ultimately
decides not to reach out and make contact. This is a vital turning
point in the story and valuable lesson, teaching readers that
happiness can be found in the life you already lead. Overall, this
is a well-written, engaging, humorous, and highly recommended
coming-of-age story.
*Contains moderate sexual content and severe language.

https://scholarsarchive.byu.edu/cbmr/vol41/iss8/1
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Reviewers: Full Issue

Book Review

The Secret Garden
Author

Frances Hodgson
Burnett

Illustrator
Tasha Tudor

Reviewer
Taylor Bitton

Rating

Outstanding

Level

Intermediate

Pages
358

Year
2020

Recently orphaned Mary Lennox has been sent to live with her
uncle at Misselthwaite Manor. This new home on the Yorkshire
moors is much different than India, where she was born and
raised. Misselthwaite Manor is full of secrets. A mysterious crying
sound can be heard in the night, and one of the many gardens
has been locked up for over ten years. One day Mary stumbles
upon the hidden key to this secret garden, and devotes all her
time and efforts into bringing it back to life. With the help of the
local boy and animal charmer Dickon, the children renew and
revitalize this patch of ground. Unbeknownst to them, their efforts
to improve the garden also improve their own lives, as well as the
lives of everyone living at Misselthwaite Manor.
Burnett’s classic masterpiece, originally published in 1912, has
entertained and inspired readers for decades. Audiences of all
ages can now enjoy a favorite story with a new jacket art design
and full-color illustrations by Tasha Tudor placed throughout.
This story teaches important lessons to readers, emphasizing
the control children can have over their own happiness. Readers
should be aware that, because this book was written over a
century ago, some of the characters make brief, racist comments.
These portions do not detract from the other positive messages
in the book, and can provide parents with an opportunity for
dialogue with their children about more serious topics.

ISBN

9780062981950

Publisher
Harper

Published by BYU ScholarsArchive, 2020
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Book Review

The Paper Kingdom
Author

Helena Ku Rhee

Illustrator

Pascal Campion

Reviewer

Karen Abbott

Rating
Excellent

Level

Preschool, Primary

Pages
40

Year

All tucked in and nearly asleep, a little boy is woken and dressed
against his will. He wants to stay home, but his babysitter is
indisposed. His parents take him with them to work while they
clean an office building. They keep him entertained with stories
of a king and queen and little worker dragons. The boy thinks it
is unfair that his parents have to clean up after these careless
creatures, until Mom and Dad remind him that when he is a king,
he can make them clean up after themselves. When the work
is done he is tucked back into his bed, and he slips easily into a
land of dreams.
This is a warm and wonderful story. The magical sense of being
up in the night when you are usually in bed adds a dreamlike
quality that complements the reality of the stories that his
parents tell him. Deep shades of blue reinforce the night time
setting and warm shades of orange, yellow, and red create
drama, a sense safety, and excitement in the environment the
family moves through as they clean. The book has a very nostalgic
feel that evokes personal memories of a night spent listening to
people relate stories, making this book highly recommended for
sharing on an evening after dark.

2020

ISBN

9780525644613

Publisher

Random House

https://scholarsarchive.byu.edu/cbmr/vol41/iss8/1
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Reviewers: Full Issue

Book Review

The Lost Wonderland
Diaries
Author

J. Scott Savage

Reviewer

Tessa McMillan

Rating
Excellent

Level

Intermediate

Pages
352

Year
2020

ISBN

9781629727868

Publisher

Shadow Mountain

Published by BYU ScholarsArchive, 2020

Moving to a new town means Celia can try to hide her dyslexia.
Stuck at her mother’s new job at the library, Celia meets Tyrus,
a boy obsessed with books. A voice leads them to her mother’s
office where they find a chest with four old diaries. Opening one,
they are transported into Wonderland. Sylvan, a white rabbit, tells
them that a destructive plague is infesting Wonderland. It was
prophesied that Wonderland will end unless another Alice saves
it. Constantly on the run from the Red Queen, who is hunting
them to open portals outside Wonderland, they meet others who
help them find a prophecy. Celia realizes that the prophecy is her
name switched around. Knowing she can save Wonderland, Celia
and Tyrus take on the Red King, stopping the devastation that
would return the land to its former “mad” glory.
Savage reintroduces readers to Wonderland, a place where
behaviors do not make sense, but the world is surprisingly
ruled by mathematical principles. Charles Dodgson (aka Lewis
Carroll), the author of the original Alice’s Adventures, was a
mathematician, so math is critical to the story in this version.
Celia uses her mathematical talent to tackle many problems
they face. Savage includes this important plot point to show that
someone with dyslexia may have complex talents in other areas
beyond the written word. Savage makes many references to
Carroll’s original story, with several original characters readers
may recognize. Any reader with some familiarity from seeing film
adaptations will understand and enjoy Savage’s story. Three other
books are intended to follow in the series.
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Book Review

Awake in the World
Author

Jason Gurley

Reviewer
Taylor Bitton

Rating
Excellent

Level

Young Adult

Pages
324

Year
2019

ISBN

9781250141835

Publisher

Roaring Brook Press

The coastal town of Orilly, California has always demanded a lot
of its residents, and that is something teenagers Vanessa and
Zach are only beginning to understand. Zach has lived in Orilly
his whole life and plans to work at the oil rigs straight after high
school, just like his father and brother have done. His father was
killed by an unexpected storm while on the rigs years ago, and his
family needs the money now more than ever. Vanessa just moved
to Orilly with her mother and wealthy stepfather, and all she can
think about is leaving this tiny town to attend Cornell, her dream
college. As Zach and Vanessa’s friendship grows into romance,
the two must learn how to reconcile their differing circumstances
while maintaining hope for a bright future.
This book takes a jarring and realistic look at the lives of people
living in poverty. Zach’s family is under extreme financial stress,
and Zach feels responsible for shouldering the financial burden.
This shows how little opportunity is realistically available to lowincome families, as most must earn money immediately instead
of furthering education. Told in chapters alternating from Zach
and Vanessa’s points of view, readers can see both contrasting
perspectives of wealthy and poor, adding depth and insight to
the story. This story also breaks the traditional romance mold,
showing a relationship does not have to end in happily ever after
for it to be fulfilling.
*Contains severe language.

https://scholarsarchive.byu.edu/cbmr/vol41/iss8/1
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Reviewers: Full Issue

Book Review

Don’t Feed the Coos!
Author

Jonathan Stutzman

Illustrator
Heather Fox

Reviewer

Deborah Le Starge

Rating

Dependable

Level

Preschool, Primary

Whatever you do, don’t feed the coos. When an unfortunate child
does, she is left with a whole flock of unwanted friends. The coos
follow her everywhere, bringing along with them the worst part of
coo friends—the accompanying coo poos. Trying again and again,
the girl soon returns to the park and finds a way to be rid of the
coos while making someone’s day.
Written in the second person with a narrator talking to the reader
and characters, this book addresses the natural consequences
of actions through if/then scenarios, stating something the child
shouldn’t do and then addressing what happened because of it.
This book is written in a humorous, lighthearted way rather than
a warning one, making the whole story comical and entertaining.
Going through a few ways that the child tries to get rid of the coos
before finally finding a way that works is also a good reminder not
to give up until you find a solution to a problem.

Pages
40

Year
2020

ISBN

9781250303189

Publisher

Henry Holt and Company

Published by BYU ScholarsArchive, 2020
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Book Review

Husky
Author

Justin Sayre

Reviewer
Taylor Bitton

Rating
Excellent

Level

Intermediate

Pages
267

Year
2015

ISBN

9780448484136

Publisher

Grosset & Dunlap

Davis is worried about starting high school this fall. He’s heard
that everyone gets one adjective that people at school will know
him by, and while he knows he has some good and interesting
qualities, he’s pretty sure his adjective is going to be related to his
weight. On top of this, Davis’ best friend Sophie started growing
away from him when she became best friends with the most
popular girl in school. Davis’ mom is busy working at her bakery,
so his only company this summer has been his grandmother,
who criticizes his every move. It feels like everything important is
changing and everything hard is staying the same, but over time
Davis learns that he has more control over his happiness than he
ever initially realized.
This interesting coming-of-age novel follows the emotions of
a young boy on his journey to self-discovery. Davis matures
significantly throughout the course of the story, but it’s not
without setbacks or difficulty. Ultimately, it’s when he learns to
communicate what he’s feeling that he is able to move forward
and improve his relationships with the people he loves. This is
an important lesson that readers can take away from this story.
Davis also learns to rely on his own confidence instead of the
opinions of others. He worries less about whatever adjective
he will be assigned, and focuses more on the good qualities he
possesses. This is also a valuable lesson, teaching readers the
importance of self-love.

https://scholarsarchive.byu.edu/cbmr/vol41/iss8/1
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Reviewers: Full Issue

Book Review

The Thief Knot: A
Greenglass House
Story
Author

Kate Milford

Illustrator
Jaime Zollars

Reviewer

Tessa McMillan

Rating
Excellent

Level

Intermediate

Pages
456

Year
2020

ISBN

9781328466891

Publisher

Clarion Books

Ever since her adventures at Greenglass House, Marzana yearns
to solve another mystery. Surprisingly, one falls into her lap, or
actually her parents’ laps, when a politician’s daughter, Peony
Hyde, is kidnapped. Because the kidnapping was near the
sanctuary city of Liberty of Gammerbund, law enforcement are
not allowed to go searching. As Marzana’s parents start their
investigation, Marzana and her best friend, Nialla, put together
a group of eager young detectives. Calling themselves the
Thief Knot, the tween investigators decipher clues and traverse
forgotten paths. However, after finding Peony, Marzana does not
believe the case is solved. Peony looks too old and, as soon as
she is reunited with her parents, they all immediately leave town.
Using clues from the original ransom note and some forgotten
Liberty history, the Thief Knot uncovers the real plot and set out
to foil the kidnappers’ plans.
Building on Milford’s original genius in Greenglass House, readers
are treated to a story set in the asylum city of the Liberty of
Gammerbund, a place addressed in previous books. Marzana
hungers for some action in her life, even though she has been
protected from her mother’s pirating past. Throwing away that
protection, Marzana is thrilled to sleuth again on the kidnapping
case. However, she soon learns that lives are at risk if she makes
any wrong moves. Realizing the dangers, Marzana sees the faults
in their past investigation and leads her crew safely to the correct
resolution. Including maps showing key places where the Thief
Knot crew goes would have increased engagement in the plot.
Several maps are mentioned in the storyline, so including those
would have provided opportunities for readers to solve clues with
Marzana instead of waiting for her to figure things out.
*Contains mild language.

Published by BYU ScholarsArchive, 2020
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Book Review

Piglette
Author

Katelyn Aronson

Illustrator
Eva Byrne

Reviewer

Karen Abbott

Rating
Excellent

Level

Preschool, Primary

Pages
40

Year

Piglette yearns for more than her simple farm life with her family,
so she sets off to the city to learn more about the world. She
loves it there and finds herself drawn to a perfumerie, where
the shop owner welcomes her and she makes friends with the
fashionable elite. Piglette develops a fine nose for delicate scents
and enjoys the joie de vivre in the city. However, she misses her
home and family. She returns to the farm but still feels something
missing, so Piglette throws an elaborate party to introduce family
and friends to the best of both worlds.
This story is made special by its ability to merge separate
elements into a complete whole. Piglette’s talent for mixing
scents affects her life, allowing her to mix her family and friends
in her country and city lives. Her story illustrates the search
for self and a sense of home in positive terms that children
and adults can easily understand. The bright illustrations
enhance this message using saturated, cheerful hues depicting
enchanting environments, placing the reader in the beautiful city
of Paris and the French countryside. This chipper little pig finds
the courage to be herself in a way that is fulfilling and unifying.
High marks to this sweet little curly tale.

2020

ISBN

9780593116784

Publisher
Viking Books

https://scholarsarchive.byu.edu/cbmr/vol41/iss8/1
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Reviewers: Full Issue

Book Review

The Story Collector
#2: The Story Seeker
Author

Kristin O’Donnell Tubb

Illustrator
Iacopo Bruno

Reviewer

Jazmin Gomez

Rating
Excellent

Level

Primary, Intermediate

Pages
272

Year
2020

ISBN

Viviani Joffre Fedeler and her family live surrounded by stories in
the New York Public Library. Although books are all around her,
Viviani can’t seem to come up with a story of her own for her
class’ creative writing contest. One day, the librarians discover
that someone has checked out, but not returned, several rare
and valuable medical volumes. Attempts to track them down lead
to dead ends. Viviani knows that solving this mystery will give her
a story. Using codes, photography, investigation, traps, wit, and
instinct, Viviani and her friends are able to track down the story
hoarder, revealing another complex and unexpected story.
This captivating second book in a series is just as descriptive
and well-written as its predecessor. Much of the book is based
on actual events and people from the 1920s, which adds to
its charm. There are also a handful of illustrations sprinkled
throughout the pages, which perfectly capture the feel of the New
York library of the time period. Viviani is a charming protagonist
who learns the important difference between plagiarism and
taking inspiration from other sources. Through Viviani’s journey,
the reader is encouraged to seek out the truth by looking for all
the points of view in a story. There are several codes throughout
the story for readers to decipher, so the back matter includes
fascinating information on codes and code breaking, motivating
readers to create codes and ciphers of their own.

9781250301093

Publisher

Henry Holt and Company

Published by BYU ScholarsArchive, 2020
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Book Review

The Magnificent
Monsters of Cedar
Street
Author

Lauren Oliver

Illustrator

Ethan M. Aldridge

Reviewer

Tessa McMillan

Rating

Cannot Recommend

Level

Intermediate

Pages
384

Year
2020

ISBN

9780062345073

Publisher

HarperCollins Children’s
Books

Cordelia and her father Cornelius are the caretakers of an old
manor filled with monsters. One night, Cordelia finds her father
and almost all the monsters missing. With the help of a friendly
street urchin named Gregory and three remaining monsters, she
sets out on the hunt for Cornelius. Led to a New York City circus
and then a college campus in Halifax, Canada, they find a likely
suspect in Byron Newton-Plancke, a millionaire who uses his
influence to do away with unsavory creatures for the public good.
Returning home, Cordelia and her friends break into Plancke’s
estate, but fall into a trap. Plancke uses Cordelia to lure Cornelius
out of hiding. When Cornelius arrives to save his daughter, a fight
ensues. Plancke’s true identity is then revealed, and Cordelia and
her friends use their extensive knowledge of monsters to defeat
the enemy.
Oliver’s fantasy story has several problems. The book’s cover
and illustrations show Cordelia and Gregory, but these depictions
are not accurate. Readers learn that Cordelia is a redhead with
freckles and Gregory is short and dark-skinned with black hair.
This is not the way they are portrayed in the images. The first
twenty-four pages contain a dryly written monster encyclopedia.
With no illustrations to help readers visualize these new
monsters, each entry is just nonsense names followed by random
terminology. When readers finally reach the start of the story, all
the nonsensical monster titles are used with little description,
so readers must constantly refer back to the encyclopedia. This
approach distracts from the story and makes for a very disjointed
read.

https://scholarsarchive.byu.edu/cbmr/vol41/iss8/1
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Reviewers: Full Issue

Book Review

Beneath the Waves
Author

Lily Murray

Illustrator

Helen Ahpornsiri

Reviewer

Maryn Wheeler

Rating
Excellent

Level

Primary

Pages
60

Year
2019

ISBN

9781536210408

Publisher

Big Picture Press

Published by BYU ScholarsArchive, 2020

Beneath the waves of the ocean lies a world of wonder teeming
with life. In four ocean habitats, from the dynamic coastal
regions, the wide expanse of open waters, the warm tropics, and
the chilling polar realms, readers will discover curious creatures,
reciprocal relationships, and exclusive ecology. The author
provides specific facts about food, hunting habits, migration,
symbiotic relationships, camouflage, and lifestyles to more than
thirty well-known and lesser-known animals and plants, including
sea stars, sea nettles, sharks, whales, orcas, and polar bears.
This appealing nonfiction picture book captures the allure and
wonder of the ocean. A well-organized layout facilitates easy
reading of intriguing facts about favorite ocean organisms. A
main introduction explains the regions, and a table of contents
makes a search for specifics easy to find. Each of the four
habitats begins with its own smaller introduction, explaining the
terrain and distinguishing features of its environment. Then,
titles and specific, vivid descriptions are aesthetically arranged
in paragraphs and captions, demonstrating what sets each
seascape apart. A simple glossary at the back includes further
information for scientific terms. The truly exceptional and eyecatching aspect of this book is the full-page illustrations, making
it a stunning visual experience. The illustrations are constructed
from leaves, fronds, and petals, shaped and arranged to form
over one hundred distinct images throughout the book. The
botanical nature of the images adds to the environmental feel of
each region. The illustrator includes a note and some pictures
about her creative process, which could be used in a study of
different artistic or illustrative methods. This beautiful book would
delight a wide range of readers, especially nature and ocean
enthusiasts.
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Book Review

Monument Maker: Daniel
Chester French and the
Lincoln Memorial
Author

Linda Booth Sweeney

Illustrator
Shawn Fields

Reviewer

Jazmin Gomez

Rating

Outstanding

Level

Primary, Intermediate

Pages
64

Year
2019

ISBN

9780884486435

Publisher

Tilbury House Publishers

Born in 1850, Daniel Chester French was born to a family of
lawyers and judges. A career in law wasn’t for him, though.
After leaving college, he returned to work on the family farm.
One morning, he carved a fancy frog out of a turnip on a whim,
and his family quickly recognized his talent. His father brought
home pounds of clay, and Daniel’s love for sculpting was born.
Throughout his life, he created many sculptures of Americans who
were monumental to the country’s history. The biggest project
of his career came at sixty-five years of age. After much study
and research, Daniel lovingly designed his tribute to America’s
sixteenth president. To Dan, Abraham Lincoln was always “the
man who saw straight when all the rest were seeing crooked,”
and the monument he created is a powerful piece that is meant
to remind us of America’s potential.
Linda Booth Sweeney’s book lives up to its Junior Library
Guild gold standard designation. It is a biographical piece that
presents Daniel French’s life and achievements in language that
is appropriate and approachable for a young audience. The ink
pen illustrations, done mostly in black and white, are done in
an appealing fashion, and their style is a perfect match for the
book’s time frame. The back matter provides a lot of additional
information, including a timeline of French’s life, a history of
the Lincoln Memorial, and locations where French’s creations
can be found. The book also provides sources listed in the back
matter and information about the research process provided in
an author’s note. Overall, Sweeney has created a very informative
and inspiring piece.

https://scholarsarchive.byu.edu/cbmr/vol41/iss8/1
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Reviewers: Full Issue

Book Review

Under Rose-Tainted
Skies
Author

Louise Gornall

Reviewer

Katelyn Osborn

Rating
Excellent

Level

Young Adult

Pages
326

Year
2016

ISBN

9780544736511

Publisher

Clarion Books

Published by BYU ScholarsArchive, 2020

Norah used to go to school and hang out with all her friends,
but now she’s bound by the anxious walls in her mind.
Homeschooled, friendless, and alone, she knows her countless
fears are irrational, but her mind tells her otherwise. It’s much
easier to stay safe inside, away from the world, watching others
through her window and social media. But when a new family
with a friendly teenage boy moves in next door, she becomes
less invisible. Luke doesn’t see her for her fears, but for her
personality, her bravery, and her sense of humor. Norah wants to
be the girl Luke sees, and she will if she can get out of her own
way.
Under Rose-Tainted Skies is an incredibly insightful look into
severe mental illness. Gornall does a great job of taking a mental
illness that can be difficult to understand and showing the
reader just how intrusive and painful Norah’s daily life really is.
The story isn’t all sad, with many light-hearted and even some
laugh-out-loud moments to keep the reader engaged. Norah’s
character is fascinatingly written, as she is both vulnerable and
incredibly strong all at once. Luke is a perfect carefree foil to her
overanxious mind, and he brings out the best in her. Readers
will cheer for Norah’s every success and mourn with her failures.
Under Rose-Tainted Skies will be a paradigm-shifting addition for
readers.
*Contains severe language and mild substance abuse.
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Book Review

Remarkables
Author

Margaret Peterson
Haddix

Reviewer

Jennifer Padgett

Rating
Excellent

Level

Primary, Intermediate

Pages
304

Year
2019

ISBN

9780062838469

Publisher

Katherine Tegen Books

Unfamiliar with her new home, Marin Pluckett steps outside to
explore the surrounding terrain. As she enters the woods, deep
in her own thoughts, she climbs a nearby tree. Suddenly, her
attention shifts to the teenagers next door. There are nine of
them, and strangely, as quickly as they appear, they disappear.
She wanders if her mind is simply playing tricks on her, but
moments later she discovers they are back, just long enough to
vanish once again. She forms an unlikely friendship with a boy
named Charley, who is the only other person who knows of the
teenagers’ existence. Together, they search to determine who
they are. While many of their expectations go unmet throughout
the journey, they both find a part of themselves that helps make
them whole.
Remarkables is a brilliantly written book that is bound to leave a
lasting impression on its readers. It is a fascinating and touching
novel that brings to light so many things that rest in the minds
and hearts of children in their middle school years. Like Marin,
most search for a sense of belonging and are devastated when
friendships dissolve. They question their own worth as well as
where they fit in the world. They reach out, not knowing what
may come their way. Bestselling author Haddix has a gift for
drawing these important developmental themes into her story.
This allows readers to form connections with the characters that
are genuine and real. Her style is simplistic yet unique, and will
reach a broad audience of children ages 9-13. Preteens who have
experienced ridicule from their peers as well as those who long
for companionship, love the mysteries in life, and favor books with
an array of twists and turns are likely to love this book.

https://scholarsarchive.byu.edu/cbmr/vol41/iss8/1
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Reviewers: Full Issue

Book Review

The Most Wonderful
Gift in the World
Author

Mark Sperring

Illustrator
Lucy Fleming

Reviewer

Jennifer Padgett

Rating

Outstanding

Level

Preschool, Primary

Pages
32

Year
2019

As they open their last gifts under the tree, Esme and Bear
discover one present. The tag reads, “For Little Bunny Boo-Boo,
Love Santa.” The two of them bundle up and set out in search
of the intended recipient. Some helpful signs lead the way as
they trek through treacherous terrain, endure tumultuous gale
winds, and wade through deep snow. When Bear pleads to turn
around, Esme encourages him, and together they prevail, finally
reaching their destination. Bunny Boo-Boo graciously invites them
inside, and when she opens the gift, a special handwritten note
from Santa says he sent her the present she wanted most: a new
friend.
This is a heartwarming story about thoughtfulness, determination,
and friendship. The text is rife with emotion. When Bear and
Esme notice that Bunny Boo-Boo has no surprises under her tree,
their compassion is palpable to the reader. This sends young
children a gentle message that feelings for others matter and that
they can positively impact their lives. The detailed illustrations
bring the characters to life. They are realistic in appearance
and sweep across the pages in gorgeous hues of a multitude of
colors. This supreme holiday pick is one that will likely become
treasured.

ISBN

9781680101737

Publisher
Tiger Tales

Published by BYU ScholarsArchive, 2020
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Book Review

The Candle and the
Flame
Author

Nafiza Azad

Reviewer

Tessa McMillan
McMillan

Rating
Excellent

Level

Young Adult

Pages
391

Year
2019

ISBN

9781338306040

Publisher

Scholastic Press

Fatima’s family was murdered outside the city of Noor by
bloodthirsty magical beings, the Shayateen Djinn, when Fatima
was a child. Ghazala, an Ifrit djinni warrior, found Fatima close
to death. Ghazala sacrificed herself by merging her powerful Ifrit
magic into Fatima’s failing body. Fourteen years later, Fatima
is scraping a living in Noor while struggling to hide her Ifrit
powers. Meanwhile, Noor is protected from the Shayateen by the
maharajah’s troops and Ifrit warriors, with Zulfikar as the Ifrit
Captain. When an Ifrit spiritual leader is murdered, Zulfikar needs
to fill the vital vacancy quickly. Surprisingly, he finds his candidate
in Fatima. Totally unprepared to be in Noor royal society, Fatima
feels lost and unsure of her blossoming Ifrit abilities, but Zulfikar
helps to build her confidence. Threats soon come against the
maharajah’s family, which strain human and Ifrit alliances. Only
Fatima can keep the peace between human and Djinn powers by
finding the real traitors threatening the city and the people she
loves.
Azad’s novel is an immersive fantasy into worlds few authors
have trod. Azad takes readers along the Silk Road to an alternate
India where godlike beings either protect or destroy the humans
struggling to survive. In the city of Noor, the vibrant and colorful
worlds of Muslim culture and Indian folklore come together to
build the foundation of Fatima’s story. With this rich undergirding,
readers experience real diversity with cultures and traditions not
commonly highlighted in young adult fantasy. Azad goes further,
sweeping away common Muslim stereotypes by making many
of her characters strong, independent women that are nurtured
by supportive men. Azad freely uses culture-specific vocabulary
throughout her story. Readers unfamiliar with her terminology can
refer to a glossary at the end, which can require some patience.
One criticism is that maps of Noor and the outlying area would
have been extremely helpful in knowing where Fatima traveled
within the story. It can be confusing to keep track of each
character’s movements. With mild violence, gore, and suspense,
this book is appropriate for ages 15 and up.

https://scholarsarchive.byu.edu/cbmr/vol41/iss8/1
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Reviewers: Full Issue

Book Review

I Knew You Could Do
It!
Author

Nancy Tillman

Illustrator
Nancy Tillman

Reviewer

Taran Burnett

Rating

Outstanding

Level

Positive affirmations and encouragement boost your confidence
and motivate you to conquer the challenges that life may hurl at
you. This book exudes positivity to those that may be struggling
or experiencing disappointment and strengthens hope that the
future is bright. This book teaches positive thinking strategies in a
poetic way and discourages negative self-talk.
Through a few short sentences with simple but meaningful words,
readers will feel that there is someone who believes in them
and is cheering them on. The illustrations are a juxtaposition of
lifelike characters and whimsical creatures. At the end, readers
are encouraged to identify the twelve fairy tales that inspired the
illustrations, which makes a fun activity for older children familiar
with the references. Tillman’s story is appropriate for readers of
all ages.

Toddler, Preschool,
Primary

Pages
30

Year
2019

ISBN

9781250113771

Publisher

Feiwel and Friends Book

Published by BYU ScholarsArchive, 2020
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Book Review

The Brain is Kind of a
Big Deal
Author

Nick Seluk

Illustrator
Nick Seluk

Reviewer

Kimberly Reynolds

Rating

Outstanding

Level

Preschool, Primary

Pages
33

Come along on a journey through the brain, and learn about the
different functions it performs as it controls everything that we
do. The five different lobes of the brain send messages to the
body, back and forth like cars on a road, to communicate pain,
taste, smell, and danger. Without the brain, our bodies would not
be able to perform all the involuntary functions that keep us alive.
The brain is the most important part of the body’s control center,
as it keeps everything else in the body working together to keep
us alive and to give us the opportunity to learn and grow.
How the brain works can be difficult to understand, but this
book is a great resource, with illustrations and text that work
well together to make sense of such a complicated part of our
bodies. You can visually see how the brain sends messages to the
body and how the body sends messages back. The text explains
concepts clearly and simply, in a way all readers will enjoy. The
book also uses analogies that kids of all ages can understand
as they learn new vocabulary. For example, kids can relate to
smelling an old sock and remembering that smell, or avoiding a
hot stove if they have touched one before.

Year
2019

ISBN

9781338167009

Publisher

Orchard Books

https://scholarsarchive.byu.edu/cbmr/vol41/iss8/1
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Book Review

Kitty and the
Moonlight Rescue
Author

Paula Harrison

Illustrator
Jenny Lovlie

Reviewer

Amanda Morgan

Rating
Excellent

Level

Primary

Pages
118

Kitty’s mom is a superhero with cat-like powers who goes out
at night to help people. Kitty hopes to be just like her mom, and
one night, she gets the chance. When a cat comes to her window
and tells her about a strange sound coming from the clock tower,
Kitty faces her fear of the dark and investigates. She meets new
cat friends along the way, and Kitty soon feels ready to starting
helping people like her mom does.
Kitty is an inspirational main character for young children, as
she faces her fears and helps people around her. Kitty is also
open with her parents and tells them all about her adventures,
encouraging healthy family relationships. She does leave in the
middle of the night, but she tells her parents afterward so this
shouldn’t encourage readers to do the same. With large print
and only a few paragraphs to every chapter, this book is great for
new independent readers. The black and orange illustrations are
exciting and match the text well, helping readers follow storyline
and stay entertained. Whether read aloud or alone by a child, this
great book encourages a love of reading.

Year
2019

ISBN

9780062934710

Publisher

Greenwillow Books

Published by BYU ScholarsArchive, 2020
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Book Review

Kitty and the Tiger
Treasure
Author

Paula Harrison

Illustrator
Jenny Lovlie

Reviewer

Amanda Morgan

Rating
Excellent

Level

Primary

Pages
118

Year
2019

Kitty’s mom has been helping people with her cat-like powers
for a long time, but Kitty is new to being a superhero. Tomorrow
Kitty’s whole family is going to a museum to see a priceless
tiger statue. Since pets aren’t allowed during the daytime, Kitty
decides to take her cat friends the night before. They arrive at the
museum just in time to see the statue get stolen. Together, Kitty
and her friends decide to follow the burglar and get the statue
back. With Kitty’s powers and some teamwork, they stop the
person responsible for the robbery and return the statue where it
belongs.
Kitty is an inspiring main character. She is kind, considerate,
doesn’t hide things from her parents, and her superhero ways
are always gentle. Kitty’s story falls under the fantasy genre, so
children won’t be encouraged to hop out their window at night to
explore a museum after hours. With the typical large print and
only a few paragraphs to every chapter, this book is great for new
independent readers. The illustrations are endearing with black
and orange coloring, and they follow the text well, encouraging
excitement about the storyline. As a read aloud or a self-directed
read for younger audiences, this is a great book to encourage a
love of reading.

ISBN

9780062934765

Publisher

Greenwillow Books
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